Message

From: Alpern, Michael [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=7A6D1FE1F61646D6BI6EDODDEFEC33CD-ALPERN, MIC]
Sent: 4/29/2021 10:40:50 PM

To: Dooley, Emily [edooley@bloombergindustry.com]
Subject: RE: Media query re DDT barrels of Santa Catalina island
Hi Emily,

EPA began discussions with several California agencies in December 2020. In April 2021 we began an assessment and
review focused on Ocean Disposal Site #2 (northeast of Santa Catalina Island, CA), looking at legacy disposal of acid
waste containing DDT at this location. EPA has met on this issue with Senator Feinstein, staff of L.A.-area Members of
Congress, and local officials. We would be happy to provide additional information in the coming weeks as our work and
discussions with our California and Federal agency partners progress.

Regards,

Mike Alpern - Director, Public Affairs

U.S. EPA Region 9 (Pacific Southwest)

(415) 947-4142 | alpernmichaelens gov
Follow us on Twitter: @EPAregion9
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From: Dooley, Emily <edooley@bloombergindustry.com>

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2021 1:55 PM

To: Alpern, Michael <Alpern.Michael@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Media query re DDT barrels of Santa Catalina island

Hi Mike,

This is helpful, thanks.

Can you say when the review began? And will it ook at legal and illegal dumping? My understanding is there is a mix.
Also, has EPA done other briefings on this? | didn’t find anything on your website but | could have missed that.
Thanks for getting back to me so quickly.

Emily

From: Alpern, Michael <Alpern Michasl@epa gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2021 1:38 PM

To: Dooley, Emily <edooley@ bloombergindusiry com>

Subject: RE: Media query re DDT barrels of Santa Catalina island

Hi Emily,
Here’s our EPA Region 9 response:

EPA continues to work in close collaboration with federal and state agency partners on the DDT deep ocean disposal
issue. This month we’ve met twice with California EPA, the California Natural Resources Agency, the State Water Quality
Control Board, the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, the California Department of Toxic Substances
Control, NOAA, and the US Department of the Interior to chart a path forward.
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We are aware of the recent Scripps Institute findings, and based on the most recent scientific research we and the
aforementioned agencies have adopted an approach that begins with assessing the legacy of waste disposal at Disposal
Site #2, northeast of Catalina. EPA is committed to leveraging our programs and resources to support this assessment,
and we have already launched an initial review of the available historical record of disposal of acid waste containing
DDT. In addition, we have been in regular contact on this complex challenge with Senator Feinstein, California EPA
Secretary Blumenfeld and other federal, state and local officials.

Mike Alpern - Director, Public Affairs

U.S. EPA Region 9 (Pacific Southwest)

(415) 947-4142 | sipsrmumichasi@epa.gov
Follow us on Twitter: @EPAregion9

From: Dooley, Emily <sdoclevi@bloombergindustiv.com>

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2021 10:16 AM

To: Alpern, Michael <alpern. Michasl@epa pow>

Subject: RE: Media query re DDT barrels of Santa Catalina island

Hi Mike,
As soon as possible if that’'s workable, given that the assembly passed a resolution on the issue today.
Thanks, Emily

From: Alpern, Michael <&lpern Michasl@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2021 10:14 AM

To: Dooley, Emily <edooley@bloombergindustry.com>

Subject: RE: Media query re DDT barrels of Santa Catalina island

Hi Emily,
What's your deadline?

Mike Alpern - Director, Public Affairs

U.S. EPA Region 9 (Pacific Southwest)

(415) 947-4142 | alpsrn.michasi@ena.goyv
Follow us on Twitter: @EPAregion9

From: Dooley, Emily <edociev@bloombergindustry.cony>
Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2021 10:06 AM

To: Alpern, Michael <Alpern. Michael@epa. gov>

Subject: Media query re DDT barrels of Santa Catalina island

Hi Michael,

Hope you are well.

Can you provide an update on any EPA response to the latest findings from Scripps Institute of Oceanography that
mapped 25,000 barrels in waters between Santa Catalina Island and LA. The research was part of an overall look at DDT
contamination in the area.
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Background: https:/fsorinps. uosdedu/news/soripps-aceanography-completes-seafloor-survey-usingrobotics finds-

thousands-possible-targets

Has EPA issued any orders, investigations, queries, or other actions based on this latest data?

Also, the California Assembly today passed a resolution

hitps:epinfo legislature ca.gov/Taces/billNavClientxbimiPhill id=20212022048IR2 urging Congress and EPA to take
action related to the DDT dumping. Can you comment on this development?

Thanks, Emily
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Emily C. Dooley
She/Her/Hers

California Staff Correspondent | Environment & Energy
Bloomberg Law (formerly Environment)

571.255.0086
sdoclsv@bicomberaindushv.oom
Twitter: eDooleyNoted
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